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TO 


SIR DIGBY MACKWORTH, BART. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL, 
THE OFFICERS, 
AND coke 
OF THE 
OXFORD LOYAL VOLUNTEERS 
THIS SERMON, 
PREACHED AT THEIR APPOINTMENT, 
AND. 
PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
Is DEDICATED 
BY THEIR OBLIGED | 


AND VERY HUMBLE SERVANT 


W, FINCH, 


' 


. "OR 


2 MACCABEES xv. 18. 


FOR THE CARE THAT THEY TOOK FOR THEIR 
WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, THEIR BRE“ 
THREN, AND KINSFOLKS, WAS IN LEAST 
ACCOUNT WITH THEM; BUT THE GREATEST. 
AND PRINCIPAL FEAR WAS FOR THE HOLY 
TEMPLE, | 


THOSE worthy Champions in the cauſe of faith 
and liberty, who are mentioned in the text, are not in- 
tended to be deſcribed, as entirely uninfluenced by the 
conſideration of their wives, and their children, their 
brethren, and their kinsfolk; though they were held 
in the leaſt account, yet they were far from being held 
in none at all: but the preference was given to the 
Temple, becauſe it was on that occaſion particularly 
threatened, and becauſe religion, far from diminiſhing, 
enforces and encourages the obligations of ſocial duty, 
as ariſing from and dependent upon domeſtic connex- 
B 2 ions. 
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ions. For that from the latter ſhould principally re- 
ſult our happineſs in this world, ſeems both intimated 
by divine Providence at the creation, and ſince ex- 
preſsly enjoined in his revealed word. The topics 
therefore in the text have been conſtantly introduced, 
as affording the ſtrongeſt incitement to military valour, 
whenever mankind have found themſelves under the 
neceſſity of reſorting to it, either for ſecuring advan- 
tages, for repelling injury, or for the ſuppreſſion of vio- 
lence: as they ever have, ſo they muſt always be inſiſt- 
ed upon, while man and nature continue the ſame; for 
being founded on truth and principle, they muſt 
conſtantly poſſeſs their due weight; and the conduct 


they inſpire muſt likewiſe be firm, conſiſtent, and ra- 
tional. 


How different the character of raſh and unfounded 
Opinion, which fin and vanity are continually obtrud- 
ing on the world, under ſhifting and various ſhapes, 
yet not without concealed, but at length apparent, 
marks of its origin! It is therefore intended, in the 
following Diſcourſe, to uſe the word Opinion 1n its 
worſt ſenſe, as the oppoſite to the ſalutary light of 
Principle, the meteor that ſeduces men to purſue other 
ſchemes of happineſs than thoſe which are required by 
religion, ſupported by reaſon, and confirmed by expe- | 


rience. 


For 
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For how wretched is the ſtate of a ſingle individual), 
who deſerts the ſure ground of Principle, and obeys 
the precarious ſuggeſtions of Opinion! , From ſetting no 
bounds to his defires, he 1s ſure to render them but 
more inſatiable ; and the indulgence of many, diſap- 
points him as to pleaſure in all. Far therefore from 
complacency, or from the intention of promoting and 
enjoying the peace and happineſs of others, which per- 


haps, in the purſuit of the accompliſhment of his ſelf— 


1ſh gratifications, he has on the contrary injured or de- 
{troyed, he becomes a victim to remorſe, and finds 
thoſe without him as hoſtile as he has been to him- 
ſelf; ſo that in the end he experiences that he has de- 
feated his own purpole, and meets pain for pleature, 
for peace diſquiet, and for ſafety deſtruction, 


But larger ſocieties, ſuch as are ſtates and kingdoms, 
conſiſt of individuals. What therefore promotes the 
beſt intereſts of the latter, ſtrengthens, advances, eſta- 
bliſhes thoſe of the former: it is therefore equally in- 
cumbent upon both to be guided by the wiſe and ſe- 
cure precepts of Principle, and to ſhun the idle, and 
unfounded, but pernicious, dictates of Opinion: particu - 
larly is it required of the latter to engage in war, for 
no other reaſons than thole of juſtice; to ſpare the 
ſubmiſſive, but to ſubdue the haughty ; not to conſi— 
der what they are able, but what it is their duty, to ac- 
complilh ; ſubſtituting themſelves in the place of tho 
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who are likely to be affected by their actions, and con- 

ducting themſelves in compliance with the law of 
Chriſtianity, as that change of circumſtances ſhall ſug- 
geſt, knowing that the ſucceſſive viciſſitudes of hu- 
man fortune may render thoſe who now ſupplicate for 
mercy, at another time capable of diſpenſing it, and 
that the cruel, inhuman, and tyrannical, only eſtabliſh 
a juſt ground of retaliation againſt themſelves. 


Upon the ſame plan has this our country generally 
proceeded, eſpecially ſince the conſtitution has been 
perfectly formed and ſettled, the rights of rulers and 
{ubjects been aſcertained, and the true and practicable 
cauſes of national proſperity have been accurately un- 
derſtood. Its aim in conſequence has been as well to 
communicate happineſs on ſuch juſt and rational 
grounds abroad, as to guard and ſecure it at home; for 
the deſires of nations are as extravagant as thoſe of pri- 
vate perſons: allow them but opportunities of gratify- 
ing them, and they will never be ſatisfied whilſt any 
thing remains to be acquired. Our fleets and armies 
therefore have generally been employed, eſpecially in 
Europe, in eſtabliſhing a balance of power as it were, 
in reſtraining the ambition of the ſeveral ſtates; that as 
none might invade or injure others, ſo all might enjoy 
peace and tranquillity. Happy ſituation ! would but 
the world be convinced of it; and ſo it might, time 
enough to prevent the evils- in which it would be in- 
volved 


1 


volved from forſaking it, were it not too ſucceſsfully 
ſeduced by the dark and deceitful, yet in the event 
dangerous and deſtructive, inſinuations of Opinion. 


For as wickedneſs is ever active and ingenious, ſo is 
falſe Opinion conſtantly on the watch, to avail itſelf of 
every opportunity of advancing and diſſeminating its 
tenets; yet is it in its nature ſo apt to awaken juſt 
ſuſpicion, that it would abſolutely fail of engaging at- 
tention, were it not to introduce itſelf under the ſem- 
blance of Principle. But as all pretenders are extrava- 
gant in their promiſes and profeſſions, ſo it engages to 
do even more than Principle itſelf; to permit men to 
accompliſh all they wiſh, not all they ought; to enrich 
all, and that not by means of induſtry, but conſiſtently 
with the indulgence of the moſt ſupine floth ; not to 
render men equal or ſuperior to burdens, by enabling 
them to bear them, but to reſcue them from all taxes 
and impoſitions whatever : promiſes which it never has 
nor ever will be able to fulfil. Thus leagues of public 
good, as they are called, have been frequently formed ; 
but they have invariably proved in the end leagues 
of public evil “. 


Relying then on ſuch pretenſions, and upon an al- 
moſt univerſal attention to ſuch deluſive promiſes, the 


* Millot Elemens de V'Hiſt, de France, tom. ii. p. 271, . 
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nation that has provoked this general and unuſual ar- 
mament amongſt us, has ſtood forth the champion of 
unfounded Opinion, in oppoſition to ſound Principle; 
and, as the Almighty cuts not off the wicked imme- 
diately on their ſhewing figns of perverſeneſs, fo has he 
permitted that ambitious people to break through the 
reſtraints which we and our allies have, from time to 
time, combined to impoſe upon them ; which have 
hitherto as well conſtituted the fence and bulwark 
of our own quiet, happineſs, and proſperity, as proved 
likewiſe the baſis of the ſecurity of the reſt of the 
world. 


Ves, like an overflowing precipitate cataract, tliat 
has at length burſt all the barriers by which it was 


confined, down it ruſhed, and deluged the adjacent 


countries with relentleſs ruin, and almoſt univerſal de- 
vaſtation. For it is the character of falſe Opinion, to 
be diſtinguiſhed rather by its terrors, than by its uti- 
lity; and, as it cannot meet its opponent in the fair 
field of argument, ſo it ſeems reſolved to render it a 
work of time at leaſt, ere the latter can remedy the 
evil which the former has inflicted. Meanwhile its 
arts, and the approbation it generally finds from the 
idle, vicious, and diſcontented, render it fo ſtrong, that 
nothing but pure, I might ſay, religious Principle, can 
vigorouſly oppoſe, or hope at length entirely to ſub- 
due it. 


Vet 


L331 : 

Yet there are reflexions that may convince thoſe, 
who are guided by genuine and legitimate Principle, of 
its practicability, and may tend to excite them to at- 
tempt it. For time, that juſtifies the reſults of right 
Reaſon, moſt aſſuredly ſweeps away the fictions of un- 
founded Opinion, It 1s true, the vales of Italy, the 
plains of Flanders, the ſhips and arſenals of Holland, 


have fallen an eaſy prey to ſuch enticing arts and de- 
ceitful promiſes. But are theſe countries at all the hap- 


pier, or the more reſpectable, from obeying foreign in- 


fluence, from depending on their councils, and ſharing 
in their fortunes, than they were, when ſhining as it 
were with their own light, or enjoying the fruits of 
their own labour ? Or, are that people themſelves, who 
have fought ſo long under the banners of boundleſs 
ambition and rapacity, are they really more to be en- 
vied than they formerly were, fince their expences have 
exceeded their reſources, enormous as the latter may 
be, and their deſires as a nation have been increaſed, in 
proportion as they have acquired the power of indulg- 


ing them? 


Tes, time not only in general developes the figments 
of error, but likewiſe particularly expoſes its numerous 
contradictions, and groſs inconſiſtencies. Had they, at 
the commencement of the celebrated Revolution, ſo * 
directly, as they have ſince done, oppoſed its avowed 
grounds, and ſwerved from its acknowledged ſpirit, it 
bg --- . C would 
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would ſcarcely have advanced ſo rapidly. For is that a 
free conſtitution, where the Convention is either gar- 
bled, or its debates are over- ruled; and the Directory 
itſelf baniſhes thoſe members who dare to diſſent in 
opinion from the majority? Nay, 1s even hatred of the 
Inquiſition itſelf a virtue among thoſe, who yet are 
obliged to ſubmit to the ſeverer tyranny of domiciliary 
viſits? Are they the friends of nations, the favourers of 
their freedom, and patrons of their proſperity, who, 
provoked by no previous injury, invade, plunder, ruin 
them? Could the mountains of Switzerland, nay, more, 
the inoffenſiveneſs of its inhabitants, ſecure that re- 
ſpectable and recluſe nation from the inroads of Gallic 
violence and ayarice ? And might not theſe once hap- 
py peaſants have thus addreſſed their uninvited and 
intruſive reformers ; Were you, as you pretend, the 
friends of liberty, you would not force even that bleſſ- 
ing, as it is called, upon any, contrary to their inclina- 
tion; much leſs upon us; who have as much as we de- 
fire, of the kind too which we approve, and which we 
have hitherto found a ſalutary ſuſtenance, as it were; 
not like that which you propoſe, which we ſuſpe& to 
be noxious, and no other than a latent and diſguiſed 
poiſon ?”? | ; | 


What too was the guilt of Malta, long the diſtin- 
guiſhed bulwark of the Chriſtian world againſt Turks 
and Infidels; though its Knights in former ages defend- 
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ed the holy Sepulchre, and thence derived to the order 
no inconſiderable ſhare of glory and reputation; yet it 
fell, almoſt without a blow, into the hands of thoſe 
who were urged to the impious deed by the controuling 
influence of falſe Opinion— what but its immenſe 
wealth, which excited the overweening deſires of that 
abſtemious nation, as they call themſelves, who, while 
they profeſs to protect the property of others, yet pre- 
tend to partake in not a particle of it themſclves? 


Which reminds me, that it uſually happens to falſe 
Opinion to detect itſelf, by converting its pretended 
advantages into real inconveniences; its ſpecious bleſſ- 
ings into actual grievances: and what in other hands 
had proved the means of health to transform through 
theirs into an occaſion of falling. For how abſurd is it 
in them, except that it promotes their deteſtable de- 
ſigns, merely to reject all religion, yet at the ſame time 
ſtrictly to enforce the obligation of it! Thus an oath, 
which ſhould bind a man to truth, they apply as an 
engine to oblige him to falſehood; and that, which by 
its very introduction ſuppoſes him virtuous, they em- 
ploy as the bond of fidelity to wicked aſſociation, and 
as a ſanction and authority for the commiſſion of ſuch 
crimes as are as well diſgraceful to reaſon, as diſguſting 
to humanity. It is owing to ſuch arts, that in a ſiſter 
kingdom, ſtrange as it may ſeem, it has happened that 
with more of honour, ſuch as it is, many have proved 
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leſs loyal; and with leſs of what they call religion, they 
would more accurately have performed its duties. 


However, theſe abſurdities and inconſiſtencies are at 
length become ſo obvious and glaring, that they muſt 
convince every reſſecting mind of the inferiority of 
the inſinuations of falſe Opinion to the unqueſtionable 
dictates of ſound Principle; and afford very rational 
grounds of hope, that the latter will in time be ena- 
bled effectually to oppoſe and ſubdue the former: for 
the virtuous cauſe ſhall at laſt prevail, but the wicked 
ſhall /a// through its own wickedneſs; nay, it is impoſ- 
ſible that force, or numbers, or crooked policy, in the 
event, ſhould triumph over the efforts of ſound and 
upright Principle, it being its peculiar property to be 
eſtabliſhed in heart, and not to ſhrink till it ſee its de- 


fire upon its enemies. But whether God ſhall accom- 


pliſh this by means of the particular hands, that ſhall 
at preſent undertake it, depends much on the moral 


qualities of the perſons, as well as on its conſiſtency 


with the deſigns of his Providence; for thoſe who are 
incorrigibly wicked can ſcarcely preſume to expect 
that God ſhould entruſt to ſuch Champions the vindi- 
cation of his honour, the deliverance of his ele& from 
trouble and perſecution, and the reſcuing of the invad- 
ed rights of religion and virtue. 


Whether therefore this will be our caſe, is not for us 
to 


E 


to determine; but it remains with us, as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble to effectuate a ſincere repentance, that ſo we may 
be the better qualified to become inſtruments, in the hand 
of God, of ſuch important and ſalutary purpoſes. Parti- 
cularly let us be upon our guard againſt the incitements 
to diviſion, which our enemies are ſo induſtrious in diſ- 
ſeminating; eſpecially as they have reduced things to 
ſuch a criſis, that we muſt either think as they do, or 
not at all. But as it is impoſſible that all ſhould think 
alike, and more, that a reflecting mind ſhould for a 
long while together miſtake the dictates of error for 
the deciſions of truth: ſo it follows, that ſhould we 
not, which God forbid! achieve the victory, we muſt 
either die in the attempt, or expect to ſuffer the cruel 
torments uſually inflicted upon thoſe, who are ſo unfortu- 
nate as to be ſubjected to the vengeance of falſe Opinion; 
for its abettors have proceeded ſo far as to place them- 
ſelves and us in the relative ſituation of ancient Rome 
and Carthage, and accordingly reſolved upon our utter 
extirpation, having moſt ſolemnly determined, that the 
proſperity of France is incompatible with the very ex- 
iſtence of Britain. 


As then falſe Opinion is thus active, and engaged in 
effecting its wicked purpoſes, ſo is it further incumbent 
upon us to counteract it by equal, if not ſuperior diligence, 
on the contrary ſide; as its arts require to be expoſed, 
ſo is it neceſſary that Principle ſhould be awakened, 
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and its motives and purpoſes be ſet forth, and ex- 
plained. Enſigns and Standards are in themſelves un- 
important, no more than ſilk ſtained, or coloured can- 
vals; but when conſidered as aſſociated with the idea 
of Principle, they become of importance indeed; the 
rallying point, to collect around them patience, forti- 
tude, and every illuſtrious and patriotic virtue. Oh 
then may theſe our Standards always float in the career 
of victory, and be this day preſented with happier 
omens, than that they ſhould be torn from the hands 
to which they ſhall be entruſted, or ever doomed to 
grace the proud and inſulting triumph of falſe Opi- 
nion! 


This moſt excelleut Lady *, who has ſo graciouſly 
condeſcended to undertake the office, excellent in her- 
ſelf, and in reſpect of the mot noble Perſonage + whom 
ſhe on this occaſion repreſents, may be ſuppoſed to 
ſtand here in the behalf of the reſt of her countrywo- 
men, and to intimate, that it depends upon you, whe- 


ther they ſhall continue to enjoy the proper privileges of 
the ſex, or whether, inſtead of the grace and ornament 


of the other, they ſhall fink into the victims of his ca- 
price, or the mere ſlaves to his neceſſities. Your pre- 
ſent, in the abſence of an abler, preacher, would recall 


to your memory the Clergy of this land, declaring that. 


— 


* Lady Mackworth, + Her Grace the Ducheſs of Marlborough, 
on 
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on the firmneſs of your hearts, the vigour of your 
hands, and on the uninterrupted harmony of your ex- 
ertions, they rely for protection; without which they 
were infallibly doomed to be deprived of their proper- 
ty, to be ſunk into the dreadful abyſs of the ocean, or, 
perhaps, inhumanly maſſacred before your eyes ; whilſt 
thoſe venerable ſtructures, the temples of our God, the 
monuments of the piety of our anceſtors, ſhould be rifled 
of their ornaments, and impiouſly levelled with the 
duſt. This afſembled multitude too might not unaptly 
be conſidered as reflecting the ſentiments of the reſt 
of your fellow-ſubjeQts, not yet arrived at, or who have 
now paſſed, the age of military ſervice ; who yet ap- 
prove your undertaking, and accompany it with the 
fincereſt wiſhes, and the moſt deyout prayers for its ſuc- 
ceſs ; being aſſured that they are indebted to that moſt 
excellent conſtitution, which it is your profeſſed purpoſe 
to protect, for all the glorious privileges and ineſti- 
mable bleſſings, both civil and religious, which as En- 
gliſhmen they enjoy. 


You will receive then theſe Standards as the gift of 
God; in following the direction of which, may he ena- 
ble you to overtake and wound the adverſary; and 
you will, ſhould neceſſity ſo require, meet thoſe who now 
inſult us by rejecting all reaſonable terms of accommo- 
dation, and proceed againſt them in the frength of 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. For ſuppotted, 

nay 
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nay animated as you muſt be with « ſenſe of juſtice on 
your fide, of conſenting reaion, of approving confcience, 
and the indiſputable favour of God; and conſidering 
that your preſent undertaking is intended to ſecure the 
greateſt, nobleſt, deareſt intereſts of theworld in gene- 
ral, of your King, your country, of your wives, and 
children, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and property, 
and religion, and is moreover connected with your 
own unmediate perſonal ſafety ; under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, and in ſuch a cauſe, it will be next to impoſh- 
ble that you ſhould be coal, languid, or ineffective, 
particularly as you will have every reaſon to hope for 
victory from the Supreme Diſpenſer, and to expect that 
ſucceſs will not be wanting to you, provided you are 
not deficient in Principle, or, in other words, not want- 
ing to yourſelves. 
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